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846 Inventory Inquiry/Advice
Functional Group=IB

Purpose: This Draft Standard for Trial Use contains the format and establishes the data contents of the Inventory
Inquiry/Advice Transaction Set (846) for use within the context of an Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) environment.
The transaction set can be used in the following ways: (1) for a seller of goods and services to provide inventory
information to a prospective purchaser, with no obligation to the purchaser to acquire these goods or services; (2) for
a representative of a seller of goods and services to supply inventory information to that seller; (3) for one location to
supply another location with inventory information; and (4) for an inquiry as to the availability of inventory with no
obligation on the seller of goods and services to reserve that inventory.
 

Heading:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Notes Usage
010 ST Transaction Set Header M 1   Must use
020 BIA Beginning Segment for

Inventory Inquiry/Advice
M 1   Must use

050 DTM Date/Time Reference M 10   Must use
 LOOP ID - N1   5        LOOP ID - N1   5       

080 N1 Name O 1   Must use
             

 

Detail:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Notes Usage

 LOOP ID - LIN   10000        LOOP ID - LIN   10000       
010 LIN Item Identification M 1   Must use

 LOOP ID - QTY   99       LOOP ID - QTY   99      
320 QTY Quantity O 1   Must use
355 DTM Date/Time Reference O 10   Used

 LOOP ID - LS   1      LOOP ID - LS   1     
 LOOP ID - REF   >1 N2/390L    LOOP ID - REF   >1 N2/390L   

390 REF Reference Identification M 1   Must use
 

Summary:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Notes Usage
010 CTT Transaction Totals O 1  N3/010 Must use
020 SE Transaction Set Trailer M 1   Must use

 

Notes:
2/390L The REF loop conveys serial number, lot number, and inventory data.
3/010 Number of line items (CTT01) is the accumulation of number of LIN segments.
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ST Transaction Set Header Pos: 010 Max: 1
Heading - Mandatory

Loop: N/A Elements: 2
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To indicate the start of a transaction set and to assign a control number
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
ST01 143 Transaction Set Identifier Code M ID 3/3 Must use

 

Description: Code uniquely identifying a Transaction Set
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 298, Included: 1)
Code Name
846 Inventory Inquiry/Advice

 

ST02 329 Transaction Set Control Number M AN 4/9 Must use
 

Description: Identifying control number that must be unique within the transaction set
functional group assigned by the originator for a transaction set
 

 

Semantics:
1. The transaction set identifier (ST01) used by the translation routines of the interchange partners to select the

appropriate transaction set definition (e.g., 810 selects the Invoice Transaction Set).
 

Example:Example:
ST*846*0001~ST*846*0001~
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BIA Beginning Segment for
Inventory Inquiry/Advice

Pos: 020 Max: 1
Heading - Mandatory

Loop: N/A Elements: 4

 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To indicate the beginning of an Inventory Inquiry/Advice Transaction Set
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
BIA01 353 Transaction Set Purpose Code M ID 2/2 Must use

 

Description: Code identifying purpose of transaction set
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 65, Included: 1)
Code Name
08 Status

 

BIA02 755 Report Type Code M ID 2/2 Must use
 

Description: Code indicating the title or contents of a document, report or supporting item
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 522, Included: 1)
Code Name
LC Location Inventory Report

 

BIA03 127 Reference Identification M AN 1/30 Must use
 

Description: Reference information as defined for a particular Transaction Set or as
specified by the Reference Identification Qualifier
 

BIA04 373 Date M DT 8/8 Must use
 

Description: Date expressed as CCYYMMDD
 

 

Semantics:
1. BIA03 identifies the number of the inquiry/advice that is transferred.
2. BIA04 identifies the date of the inquiry/advice that is transferred.

 

Example:Example:
BIA*08*LC*011504*20230524~BIA*08*LC*011504*20230524~
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DTM Date/Time Reference Pos: 050 Max: 10
Heading - Mandatory

Loop: N/A Elements: 4
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify pertinent dates and times
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
DTM01 374 Date/Time Qualifier M ID 3/3 Must use

 

Description: Code specifying type of date or time, or both date and time
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 1112, Included: 1)
Code Name
009 Process

 

DTM02 373 Date M DT 8/8 Must use
 

Description: Date expressed as CCYYMMDD
 

DTM03 337 Time M TM 4/8 Must use
 

Description: Time expressed in 24-hour clock time as follows: HHMM, or HHMMSS, or
HHMMSSD, or HHMMSSDD, where H = hours (00-23), M = minutes (00-59), S = integer
seconds (00-59) and DD = decimal seconds; decimal seconds are expressed as follows: D
= tenths (0-9) and DD = hundredths (00-99)
Hershey Usage: HHMMSSHershey Usage: HHMMSS
 

DTM04 623 Time Code M ID 2/2 Must use
 

Description: Code identifying the time. In accordance with International Standards
Organization standard 8601, time can be specified by a + or - and an indication in hours in
relation to Universal Time Coordinate (UTC) time; since + is a restricted character, + and -
are substituted by P and M in the codes that follow
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 51, Included: 4)
Code Name
01 Equivalent to ISO P01
19 Equivalent to ISO M06
20 Equivalent to ISO M05
UT Universal Time Coordinate

Syntax Rules:
1. R0203 - At least one of DTM02 or DTM03 is required.
2. C0403 - If DTM04 is present, then DTM03 is required.

 

Example:Example:
DTM*009*20230524*144216*20~DTM*009*20230524*144216*20~



Inventory Inquiry/Advice - 846

Hershey i846_Warehouses.ecs 5 7/17/2023

Loop Name Pos: 080 Repeat: 5
Optional

Loop: N1 Elements: N/A
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To identify a party by type of organization, name, and code
 

Loop Summary:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Usage
080 N1 Name O 1  Must use

 
 

Example:Example:
N1*WH*Crescent - Mechanicsburg*91*1918~N1*WH*Crescent - Mechanicsburg*91*1918~



Inventory Inquiry/Advice - 846

Hershey i846_Warehouses.ecs 6 7/17/2023

N1 Name Pos: 080 Max: 1
Heading - Optional

Loop: N1 Elements: 4
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To identify a party by type of organization, name, and code
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
N101 98 Entity Identifier Code M ID 2/3 Must use

 

Description: Code identifying an organizational entity, a physical location, property or an
individual
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 1312, Included: 1)
Code Name
WH Warehouse

 

N102 93 Name X AN 1/60 Used
 

Description: Free Form Name
Hershey Usage: Warehouse NameHershey Usage: Warehouse Name
 

N103 66 Identification Code Qualifier X ID 1/2 Must use
 

Description: Code designating the system/method of code structure used for Identification
Code (67)
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 215, Included: 1)
Code Name
91 Assigned by Seller or Seller's Agent

 

N104 67 Identification Code X AN 2/80 Must use
 

Description: Code identifying a party or other code
Hershey Usage: Hershey assigned facility numberHershey Usage: Hershey assigned facility number
 

Syntax Rules:
1. R0203 - At least one of N102 or N103 is required.
2. P0304 - If either N103 or N104 is present, then the other is required.

 

Example:Example:
N1*WH*Crescent - Mechanicsburg*91*1918~N1*WH*Crescent - Mechanicsburg*91*1918~
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Loop Item Identification Pos: 010 Repeat: 10000
Mandatory

Loop: LIN Elements: N/A
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify basic item identification data
 

Loop Summary:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Usage
010 LIN Item Identification M 1  Must use
320  Loop QTY O  99 Must use

 
 

Example:Example:
LIN**VN*1070070803000*BT*74L16B3M~
QTY*38*40*CA~
DTM*094*20230426~
DTM*036*20240426~
REF*ZZ*AFS~

LIN**VN*1070070803000*BT*74L16B3M~
QTY*38*40*CA~
DTM*094*20230426~
DTM*036*20240426~
REF*ZZ*AFS~
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LIN Item Identification Pos: 010 Max: 1
Detail - Mandatory

Loop: LIN Elements: 4
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify basic item identification data
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
LIN02 235 Product/Service ID Qualifier M ID 2/2 Must use

 

Description: Code identifying the type/source of the descriptive number used in
Product/Service ID (234)
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 477, Included: 1)
Code Name
VN Vendor's (Seller's) Item Number

 

LIN03 234 Product/Service ID M AN 1/48 Must use
 

Description: Identifying number for a product or service
Hershey Usage: Hershey's 13-digit material numberHershey Usage: Hershey's 13-digit material number
 

LIN04 235 Product/Service ID Qualifier X ID 2/2 Must use
 

Description: Code identifying the type/source of the descriptive number used in
Product/Service ID (234)
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 477, Included: 1)
Code Name
BT Volume Type Identification Code

Hershey Usage:Hershey Usage:
Batch NumberBatch Number

 

LIN05 234 Product/Service ID X AN 1/48 Must use
 

Description: Identifying number for a product or service
 

Syntax Rules:
1. P0405 - If either LIN04 or LIN05 is present, then the other is required.

 

Semantics:
1. LIN01 is the line item identification

 

Example:Example:
LIN**VN*1070070803000*BT*74L16B3M~LIN**VN*1070070803000*BT*74L16B3M~
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Loop Quantity Pos: 320 Repeat: 99
Optional

Loop: QTY Elements: N/A
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify quantity information
 

Loop Summary:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Usage
320 QTY Quantity O 1  Must use
355 DTM Date/Time Reference O 10  Used
380  Loop LS O  1 Used

 
 

Hershey Usage:Hershey Usage:
QTY*38*40*CA~
DTM*094*20230426~
DTM*036*20240426~
REF*ZZ*AFS~

QTY*38*40*CA~
DTM*094*20230426~
DTM*036*20240426~
REF*ZZ*AFS~
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QTY Quantity Pos: 320 Max: 1
Detail - Optional

Loop: QTY Elements: 3
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify quantity information
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
QTY01 673 Quantity Qualifier M ID 2/2 Must use

 

Description: Code specifying the type of quantity
Hershey Usage: QTY01 is not evaluated but is required for X.12 complianceHershey Usage: QTY01 is not evaluated but is required for X.12 compliance
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 832, Included: 1)
Code Name
38 Original Quantity

 

QTY02 380 Quantity X R 1/15 Must use
 

Description: Numeric value of quantity
 

QTY03 C001 Composite Unit of Measure M Comp Must use
 

Description: To identify a composite unit of measure

(See Figures Appendix for examples of use)
 

QTY03-01 355 Unit or Basis for Measurement Code M ID 2/2 Must use
 

Description: Code specifying the units in which a value is being expressed, or manner in
which a measurement has been taken
All valid standard codes are used. (Total Codes: 794)
 

 

Example:Example:
QTY*38*40*CA~QTY*38*40*CA~
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DTM Date/Time Reference Pos: 355 Max: 10
Detail - Optional

Loop: QTY Elements: 2
 

User Option (Usage): Used
Purpose: To specify pertinent dates and times
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
DTM01 374 Date/Time Qualifier M ID 3/3 Must use

 

Description: Code specifying type of date or time, or both date and time
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 1112, Included: 2)
Code Name
036 Expiration
094 Manufacture

 

DTM02 373 Date X DT 8/8 Must use
 

Description: Date expressed as CCYYMMDD
 

 

Example:Example:
DTM*094*20230426~
DTM*036*20240426~
DTM*094*20230426~
DTM*036*20240426~



Inventory Inquiry/Advice - 846

Hershey i846_Warehouses.ecs 12 7/17/2023

Loop Loop Header Pos: 380 Repeat: 1
Optional

Loop: LS Elements: N/A
 

User Option (Usage): Used
Purpose: To indicate that the next segment begins a loop
 

Loop Summary:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Usage
390  Loop REF M  >1 Must use
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Loop Reference Identification Pos: 390 Repeat: >1
Mandatory

Loop: REF Elements: N/A
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify identifying information
 

Loop Summary:
Pos Id Segment Name Req Max Use Repeat Usage
390 REF Reference Identification M 1  Must use

 
 

Hershey Usage:Hershey Usage:
REF*ZZ*AFS~REF*ZZ*AFS~
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REF Reference Identification Pos: 390 Max: 1
Detail - Mandatory

Loop: REF Elements: 2
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To specify identifying information
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
REF01 128 Reference Identification Qualifier M ID 2/3 Must use

 

Description: Code qualifying the Reference Identification
 

 Code List Summary (Total Codes: 1503, Included: 1)
Code Name
ZZ Mutually Defined

 

REF02 127 Reference Identification M AN 1/30 Must use
 

Description: Reference information as defined for a particular Transaction Set or as
specified by the Reference Identification Qualifier
Hershey Usage: 
Using the description in the second column of the table below, send the matching
3-byte value in the first column:
CSC  | Cold Storage Blocked
DSD  | Damaged
ASD  | Aged Material
HSQ  | Hold
SSS   | Scrapping
ISS    | Inspection
TSS   | Time
IXS    | Incubation Hold
OFQ  | In Quality
RFS   | Reserve
AFS   | Available
XFS   | Cold Storage Unrestricted
SFS   | Staged
TFT    | Take Away

Hershey Usage: 
Using the description in the second column of the table below, send the matching
3-byte value in the first column:
CSC  | Cold Storage Blocked
DSD  | Damaged
ASD  | Aged Material
HSQ  | Hold
SSS   | Scrapping
ISS    | Inspection
TSS   | Time
IXS    | Incubation Hold
OFQ  | In Quality
RFS   | Reserve
AFS   | Available
XFS   | Cold Storage Unrestricted
SFS   | Staged
TFT    | Take Away
 

 

Example:Example:
REF*ZZ*AFS~REF*ZZ*AFS~
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CTT Transaction Totals Pos: 010 Max: 1
Summary - Optional

Loop: N/A Elements: 1
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To transmit a hash total for a specific element in the transaction set
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
CTT01 354 Number of Line Items M N0 1/6 Must use

 

Description: Total number of line items in the transaction set
Hershey Usage: CTT01 contains the number of LIN segments present in the transactionHershey Usage: CTT01 contains the number of LIN segments present in the transaction
 

 

Example:Example:
CTT*3~CTT*3~
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SE Transaction Set Trailer Pos: 020 Max: 1
Summary - Mandatory

Loop: N/A Elements: 2
 

User Option (Usage): Must use
Purpose: To indicate the end of the transaction set and provide the count of the transmitted segments (including the
beginning (ST) and ending (SE) segments)
 

Element Summary:
Ref Id Element Name Req Type Min/Max Usage
SE01 96 Number of Included Segments M N0 1/10 Must use

 

Description: Total number of segments included in a transaction set including ST and SE
segments
 

SE02 329 Transaction Set Control Number M AN 4/9 Must use
 

Description: Identifying control number that must be unique within the transaction set
functional group assigned by the originator for a transaction set
 

 

Example:Example:
SE*21*0001~SE*21*0001~
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